156                          Mysore City

The return drive may be varied, by leaving the Yelwal
Road for a quiet one which passes some little distance in
front of the Jayalakshammanni Mansion; then south of
the Kukkarhalli lake, and back through the Gordon Park.
Just before reaching the park an interesting little garden,
where herbs and plants are grown for unani medicines,
may be seen. Close beside it is a little mere, on whose
placid waters white lotus blossoms lie; whiter even than
the lilies are the egret herons, which stand statue-like
among them, erect and stately stalk through them, or,
with spreading wings and trailing legs, go homing over
the greater Kukkarhalli lake beyond.